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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted/amended claims 30-32 and 35-40 are directed to an invention 
that is independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following 
reasons: the subcombinations usuable together where claims 24-29 and 33-34 do not 
require a retaining member with a biasing means in extended positions; whereas these 
claims do require a retaining pin having a head portion abutting the connecting pin, 
unlike claim 30-32 and 35-40 which do not require this element. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 30-32 and35-40 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP § 821 .03. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 24-29 and 33-34 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Beach whose telephone number is 
571.272.6988. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached on 571 .272.6998. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 .273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thomas A. Beach 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3671 
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